SPORTS 

Short’s 
performance 
goes beyond 
the stat sheet w 


FOUNDED 1886 
VOLUME 148, No. 330 


FACEBOOK.COM/THECHARLOTTEOBSERVER 
TWITTER.COM/THEOBSERVER 


READ BY 1 MILLION+ 


CAROLINA LIVING 

Your guide to 
Charlotte-made, 
stylish holiday 
shopping ıc 


IN PRINT AND ONLINE 


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 2017 


CHARLOTTEOBSERVER.COM 


SAVE UP TO 


$72 


IN COUPONS 


INSIDE 


6 
S~ Sunny 
$3 -O- 59°/34° See 2A 


The Charlotte Observ 


Mecklenburg jail visits 
are now solely by video 


BY BRUCE HENDERSON 
AND AMES ALEXANDER 


bhenderson@charlotteobserver.com 
aalexander @charlotteobserver.com 


Mecklenburg County has joined a 
growing number of North Carolina jails 
that have ended in-person visits, a move 


visitors are less likely to return after their 
release. But inmate advocates, and the 
correction industry’s trade association, 
say video should be deployed in addition 
to personal visits — not replace them. 
Instead, many county jails including 
Mecklenburg’s end in-person visits alto- 
gether once they install video systems. 


video stations are installed in each jail 
housing unit. They also don’t have to 
worry about visitors slipping in contra- 
band. 

The county’s video technology, in- 
stalled a year ago, also allows more flex- 
ibility in visitation times. For a fee, vis- 
itors can remotely visit inmates from 


JOHN D. SIMMONS jsimmons@charlotteobserver.com 


Mecklenburg County’s Work Release and 
Restitution Center has joined a growing 


that has drawn criticism because inmates 
can only talk to family members by vi- 
deo. 

Studies show that inmates who have 


The Mecklenburg County Sheriff’s 
Office cites safety and staffing benefits. 
Detention officers no longer have to 
move inmates to meet visitors because 


number of North Carolina jails that have 
ended in-person visits, a move that has 
drawn criticism because inmates can only 
SEE VIDEO, 12A__ talk to family members by video. 


anywhere or buy extra visiting time. 
Inmates and their families, however, 


EMPTY STOCKING FUND 


LOCAL 


SENATE GOP BILL 
TAXES LOGOS 


Royalties from the sale of 
licensed merchandise by 
nonprofits, including 
colleges, would be taxed 
under the Senate bill. 6A 
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This is the first Christmas that Jeff Stiles and his sons, Devin, 10, left, and Trevor, 8, will mark without the kids’ mother, Tracy, who died in a 
car crash in October. Stiles, an auto body technician, will get help with gifts for his sons thanks to the Salvation Army’s Christmas program. 


Father, sons trying to get by 
66 
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INSIGHT 


CHADWICK SHOW 
A SAFE PLACE 


The Rev. David 
Chadwick turned his talk 
show into a way for 
newsmakers to say what’s 
on their minds. 25A 


How to help 


To donate online: 
www.charlotteobserver.com 
/living/helping-others/empty-stocking 
-fund/article6262948.html. Send 
checks to: The Empty Stocking Fund, 
P.O. Box 37269, Charlotte, NC 
28237-7269. Questions about your 
donation: 704-358-5520. For helping 
families through the Salvation Army: 
704-714-4725. 


BY CRISTINA BOLLING 
cbolling@charlotteobserver.com 


ot even two months have passed since Tracy Stiles 
left home for a doctor’s visit and never came back. 
The Charlotte mother of two died Oct. 9 ina 
crash on Albemarle Road. On that day, Jeff Stiles 
became both mom and dad for Trevor, 8, and 


Devin, 10. 

“T feel like I have to have mama’s and daddy’s strengths, 
mama’s and daddy’s courage and wisdom and perseverance,” 
Jeff Stiles says. 

With Tracy gone, Stiles is tasked with giving his sons the type 
of Christmas Tracy would have wanted: One with toys under the 
tree, visits to grandparents’ houses and lots of smiles. 

“Tm going to do what Tracy would do if she was here: Keep it 


BUSINESS 


INGERSOLL RAND 
HAS A PROBLEM 


Ingersoll Rand employs moving,” Stiles says. “Just because we can’t see her doesn’t © noremsoe 
. PERSEVERANCE. mean she isn’t here. That’s what I tell my boys.” 
roughly 2,000 people in Stiles, an auto body technician, will get help with gifts for his Learn more about the Empty Stocking 


Jeff Stiles sons thanks to the Salvation Army’s Christmas program. Devin Fund 12A 


Davidson, but the 
company still has about 


1,000 open jobs. 15A 
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